
   

 

CǊƻƳ ŀ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ 

wŜƅŜŎǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀ {t/{ tŀǊŜƴǘτ .ƻō /ƭŀǊƪ 
   

I was asked to write about our familyõs experience in raising our six children through all eight 

years at Saint Paul Catholic School.   Certainly this is our opinion and while we know many 

others who share the same experience, this is not an attempt to brag, boast or lecture others 

on how to raise their children.  

I can state in no uncertain terms that all Glory for the safety, achievements and opportunities 

that our children have received goes to our Heavenly Father and His Son, Jesus Christ.  As 

we all know, it òtakes a villageó to raise a family, and the faculty, staff, administration and 

families of Saint Paul have helped for the past 17 years. 

We often hear of parents wondering and worrying about the effect of remaining at Saint 

Paulõs for middle school.  Would transferring increase chances of making a sports team?  

Would the adjustment to a larger facility and class sizes be easier at the middle school level?   

It is probably universally agreed that junior high school is the most formative, impactful, in-

fluential, challenging and difficult time in the lives of our sons and daughters.  These early 

teenage years, specifically grades 6-8, are much, much more challenging than when we as 

parents attended junior high school. This generation has potentially unbridled access to cell 

phones and the internet.  This advanced technological environment exposes our children to 

things we were not exposed to or shown until late in high school, if not early college.  Having 

a Christian filter to discuss these issues and challenges for their junior high years in a Chris-

tian environment is PRICELESS.   

The CYO allows students of varying talents, sizes and abilities to participate and to enjoy the 

many benefits of sports and extra-curricular activities without the stigma and rejection of be-

ing cut, divided or excluded.  Encouraging and lifting up a classmate and giving them confi-

dence as part of a team is an invaluable life lesson in leadership and sportsmanship that trans-

cends sports.  Public schools make cuts and divide players into A and B level teams. Some 

students not even close to reaching their height, weight, coordination, talent levels. etc., are 

cut and divided before their interests and talents are even partially developed.   

We have been paying tuition at Saint Paul Catholic School for the last 17 years and it has 

been our most solid and satisfying investment in the lives of our 6 children. We currently have 

a fourth and sixth grader.  Our 4 older children graduated from Saint Paul and enjoyed awe-

some sport experiences that developed not only their talents and skills, but created lasting 

friendships.  All 4 played on competitive CYO teams, many winning championships.  My 

sonõs basketball team had 13 players on the roster, each playing in excess of the minimum 

playing time rules. 10 of these boys went on to play in high school and several played in col-

lege. Our 3 oldest girls have had equal success in VHS volleyball and shared the court with 

other Saint Paul graduates.  Saint Paul graduates played for Wheeler, Andrean, and Mt. Car-

mel High Schools, just to name a few. Saint Paul graduates have had much success in Drama 
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Reading Books Online!  There are many fun and interactive websites for literacy.  

Here are a few FREE online resources: 

www.starfall.com  www.wegivebooks.org 

www.speakaboos.com http://interactivesites.weebly.com 

www.spellingcity.com 
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and Speech and Debate clubs.  Many of these students earned starting and leadership roles on 

their football, basketball, soccer, volleyball, baseball, tennis, golf, band, swim, orchestra, 

choir, drama and other teams and activities.  All of these students received the training, skill 

and opportunity needed to compete at the high school level and became major contributors 

on their teams as 5th-8th graders attending Saint Paul Catholic School.   

The availability of outside club sport teams and community classes/lessons remains available 

to our Saint Paul junior high school students to supplement their growth and skills without 

removing them from the protections and filters natural to Saint Paul.   The extra three years of 

nourishment and maturity aids the potential adjustment.  If your son or daughter is interested 

enough, skilled enough, mature enough, and willing to work hard enough, he or she will like-

ly make the high school team/club  of their choice as a graduate of Saint Paul Catholic 

School.  

.ƛǎƘƻǇ Iƻǎǘǎ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ - {t/{ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ 

In observance of National Child Abuse Prevention Month, 

Bishop Donald J. Hying hosted a contest for all Catholic 

school children in the diocese. The Bishop is hoping to bring 

greater awareness to our students of the dignity, love and re-

spect of ALL people, as taught by Jesus Christ.   

Elle Stone and Katelyn Ngu-

yen are our 2 students in 

Grades 3-5 whose poster 

designs were chosen to repre-

sent our school in the dioce-

san contest, "How are love and 

respect shown at my school?"  

Three winning posters from 

all the school submissions 

will be selected by the dioce-

san judging panel and print-

ed in an upcoming edition of 

the Northwest Indiana Cath-

olic newspaper. Our middle school students were challenged to create a multimedia presenta-

tion depicting the same theme and 2 presentations were sent for diocesan judging also.  Alana 

Jardenil, Lilli Greiner and Eileen Uthuppan won at our school level.  All diocesan winners 

will be invited to a pizza party hosted by the Bishop on April 25. 

Our Kindergarten-2nd grade students used their best coloring skills to color a picture repre-

senting the honor and dignity of all people. Their work is hung throughout the hallways of the 

school. 
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ò Constant kindness can 

accomplish much.  As the 

sun makes ice melt, kind-

ness causes misunderstand-

ing, mistrust, and hostility 

to evaporate.ó 

- Albert Schweitzer 

YƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ 
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What a great volleyball weekend for Saint Paul. We truly have some very talented athletes at 

our school. On Saturday, the 8thgrade team defeated both St. Thomas More #1 and St. Mary 

Griffith in two sets each, which advanced us to the semi-final match on Sunday. It was some 

of the best volleyball I've seen played all year. The semi-final match against St. Mary Crown 

Point was a nail-biter, but our boys fought for every point and won in three sets. Then it was 

on to the championship game against a very strong team (St. John Evangelist #2). Down one 

set and trailing in the second, our boys came back to win set two. Despite some great serving 

& strong offensive playing on our front line, St. John finished with some powerful kills to end 

the game. I'm very proud of each and every 

player for their hard work and determina-

tion. Thank you William Bogan, Jack and 

Carlo Barone, Tommy Cavanaugh, Bran-

don Mack, Garrett Mroz, John Runnion, 

Eli Sewell, Jake Tarnow & Aaron White 

for working hard every game and earning 

the 2nd place CYO trophy. And a special 

thanks to Lauren Mack for assisting me at 

games and practices. I couldn't have asked 

for a better group of boys to finish my 

coaching years at Saint Paul School. Good 

luck to you all in high school.  

We went into the semi final match on Sunday a little short handed playing St Thomas More, a team that had beaten us in the 

regular season. The boys came out on fire on Sunday. Taking the two sets score of 21-11 and 21-13. The boys did not miss one 

serve all match and not one ball dropped without an effort. It was an outstanding performance at the right time and the best 

match that I have seen the boys play all year. - Coach Avery 

Coach Bakota and Coach Nicksic's 5th/6th grade boysõ volleyball team sur-

prised the undefeated St. John the Baptist team when they beat them in two 

matches on Sunday. The 6th grade boysõ volleyball team also beat St. Thomas 

More #2 in two matches which advanced both Saint Paul's teams to be CYO 

Co-Champions in the Tourney this weekend. It was a very good day to be a 

Panther! - Coach Bakota 
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