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Lentñdoes it bring to mind tuna noodle casserole or fish sticks or grilled cheese sandwiches 

with tomato soup? Or does it make you think about what you need to ògive upó?  Or is it 

quickly forgotten as soon as the ashes are washed off your forehead?  Yesterday morning 

while doing my morning hallway duty, I saw a still-faint smudge of ashes on a few studentsõ 

forehead as they headed to their classrooms and I had to smile.  At first I thought how the 

studentsõ mothers would be appalled that their child hadnõt washed very well the night before.  

(How can they stand in the shower for hours and not have the water touch their face?!) But 

later my mind came back to those faint remnants of ashes and how it is a great representation 

of the season of Lent.  Thoughts of Lenten sacrifice should be skimming the surface of our 

consciousness, keeping us aware that this time of year is meant to be different from the rest of 

the year. It is meant to stand out and remind us of our humanness; our need to improve our-

selves in so many ways. 

As Christian parents, it is our duty to see that our children are brought up and educated in the 

traditional Lenten practices of prayer, sacrifice and almsgiving.  We should strive to make the 

season of Lent something that is honored in our families.  Does 40 days seem too long to 

ògive upó something? How about as a family taking the Lenten season and dividing it into 

weekly sections that focus on acts of prayer, sacrifice or almsgiving?  Choose an activity that 

can be done as a family that fits into your busy schedules and reflects of the spirit of Lent and 

its traditional practices of prayer, sacrifice and almsgiving.  One week you might pray the ro-

sary as a family and add your own special family intentions or attend one of the diocesan rec-

onciliation services as a family.  Another week, could be devoted to discussing the abundance 

we are blessed to have as a nation and then finding items within your own home to could be 

given away to bless those with far less; or spending time as a family cleaning out the kitchen 

cupboards and giving those canned goods to the local food pantry.   The options are endless, 

but the point is to keep the spirit of Lent alive in your home; to have that trace of ashes al-

ways there reminding you and your children of the true purpose of Lent. 

 

"Lent is a fitting time for self-denial; we would do well to ask ourselves what we can give up in order 

to help and enrich others by our own poverty."   Pope Francis 
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Fat Tuesday Feast 
Thank you to the brigade of kitchen helpers and all the families that donated food who made 

our Mardi Gras luncheon a treat for all who feasted.  It takes many hands to make this annual 

event a success and once again, everyone turned out to do their part and put smiles on the 

childrenõs faces and fill their tummies with yummies!  Thank you!! 

Lenten ServicesñPlease Join Us 
We invite you to join us on selected Fridays in Lent for the Stations of the Cross in the 

church.  These prayer services are held beginning at 1:45pm.  Our first service will be on Fri-

day, March 24th.  Please join us as we mediate on the suffering and sacrifice of our Lord and 

Savior. 

Tuition Statements and Final Payment 
Tuition statements are going home in todayõs white envelope.  Also, please note that your 

final tuition payment for this school year is due by March 15th. 
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aΦ!Φ¢ΦIΦ .ƻǿƭ нлмтΥ ! IǳƎŜ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎΗΗΗ τ /ƻŀŎƘ hƭǎƻƴ 

The American Cancer Society representative was at Saint Paul's last Thursday, February 16th to accept a 

check from the 8th grade girlsõ volleyball team.  The girls presented the check from the Volley for the Cure 

fundraiser that we had back in October.  The check that was presented was for $6,088.30, this was in addi-

tion to the $594.00 that was written directly to the American Cancer Society.  Thank you to everyone that 

was involved to make this such a successful event!   

±ƻƭƭŜȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ǳǊŜτ {ŀǊŀƘ [ƛƴŘǎŜȅ 

[ƻƻǎŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ !ŘŘǎ ¦Ǉτ {ŀǊŀƘ [ƛƴŘǎŜȅ 

Thank you to all of our students (and parents) who donated their loose change over the course of our 2017 Catholic Schools 

Week.   We were able to send a check to Catholic Charities of Northwest Indiana in the amount of $2,205.01. 

 Here are the breakdowns of how each outreach program benefited: 

Pennies: $202.31 for Housing 

Nickels: $262.00 for Adoption 

Dimes: $485.20 for Wheelchair Ramps 

Quarters: $854.50 for Counseling Fund 

Dollars: $397.00 for Utility Assistance 

 

Thank you again to all who participated in our Catholic Schools 

Week program. 

On a warm February 23rd evening, the Saint Paul 

4th and 5th grade M.A.T.H. Bowl team (20+ 

members) competed in their Regional competition.  

We took 1st place in our Regional competition, 

and when the state results came out the next day, 

we found out that we took 22nd in State against 126 other teams with 

the same grade range and school size.  This is the best state result we 

have had!!  Saint Paul was a host site for the first time, and thanks to the 

amazing support of the teachers and staff here (volunteering time, class-

rooms, and food), the evening went as smoothly as it could have.  We look forward to hosting this event for many years to 

come.  Thank you for allowing me to work with your amazing students!  Who knew math could be so much fun?!!! 

Coached by Ruth Anne Olson, our team members are: Brie Alex, Jasmine Burkett, Becca Cavanaugh, Brady Cavanaugh, 

John Clements, Marissa Clements, Maddie Cole, Sofia Cox, Ethan Fagen, Thomas Flynn, Aubrie Graegin, Ava Jaime, Mag-

gie Kuka, Kori Ladd, Carter MacLennan, Laney Mario, Amelia Murphy, Rianne Murphy, Austin Olsen, Evan Olson, Rudra 

Patel, and J.J. Welch. 


